


United Nations Charter Conference in San Francisco, 
California, USA, 26 June 1945.
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On 1 January 1942, representatives of 26 Allied nations 
fighting against the Axis Powers met in Washington, D.C., to 
pledge their support for the Atlantic Charter by signing the 
љ?ĲĦũċƖċƣŔŸŰШĤǃШÖŰŔƣĲĬШ ċƣŔŸŰƚЮѢШÑőŔƚШĬŸĦƨůĲŰƣШĦŸŰƣċŔŰĲĬШ
the first official use of the term "United Nations".

UN Photo



30 October 1943: In a declaration signed in Moscow, the 
Governments of the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, the 
United States, and China called for an early establishment 
of an international organization to maintain peace and 
security. 1 December 1943: That goal was reaffirmed at the 
meeting of the leaders of the United States, the U.S.S.R., 
and the United Kingdom in Tehran.
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The first blueprint of the UN was prepared at a conference 
held at a mansion known as Dumbarton Oaks in 
Washington, D.C. During two phases of meetings which ran 
from 21 September through 7 October 1944, the United 
States, the United Kingdom, the U.S.S.R., and China agreed 
on the aims, structure, and functioning of a world 
organization.
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On 11 February 1945, following meetings at Yalta, President 
Roosevelt, Prime Minister Churchill, and Premier Joseph 
Stalin declared their resolve to establish a general 
international organization.
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Members of the Russian delegation reading the news of the 
end of the war.
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A delegate reads a newspaper with the headline "Surrender." 
On 7 May 1945, Germany unconditionally surrendered to the 
Allies in Reims, France, ending World War II.
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Flags of the United Nations wave in the courtyard of San 
Francisco City Hall.
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Arrangements of flags in the Opera House.
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Information booth at the Fairmont Hotel.
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Boy Scout aides taking oath, led by Field Executive Philip K. 
Swartz. Scoutmaster Frank X. Gordon at extreme right. 
Scouts from Troops 11, 48, 88 and 147, act as messengers 
for the delegates at the United Nations Conference.

UN Photo/Greene



Mary Canady, long distance operator on delay switchboard 
in the basement of the Veterans Building.
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Chinese calligrapher working in the documents production 
branch on the 4th floor of the Veterans Building.
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A view of the documents distribution desk.
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Over 2,500 professionals from the press covered the 
historical event.
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President Truman's arrival in San Francisco.
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Members of the Chinese delegation arrive at National 
Airport, Washington, D.C., en route to the United Nations 
Conference on International.

UN Photo



TheSan Francisco Conferencegathered850 delegatesand 
a total of 3,500 people, for two months.

UN Photo



Delegations' working table during the San Francisco 
Conference.
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Dr. Jalal Abdoh, Majlis Deputy from Iran; and Virgilio R. 
Galvez, Under Secretary of the Treasury from Honduras, 
during a meeting of Commission IV, Committee 1.
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Display of Organization Publications. 4th floor, Health 
Building.
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At a meeting of Committee I (International Court of Justice) 
of Commission IV (Judicial Organization) are, from left:  
Miguel Cruchaga, Senator, delegate from Chile; Eduardo 
Zuleta Angel, delegate from Colombia; and Ernesto Dihigo 
Lopez Trigo, delegate from Cuba.
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Congressman Karl Steffan, Nebraska, Member of House 
Appropriations Committee, studies the Committee Control 
Chart with Col. Carter Burgess, Deputy Executive Secretary.
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H.R.H. Amir Faisal ibn Abdul Aziz, Viceroy of the Hejaz and 
Ministerof Foreign Affairs, Chairman of the SaudiArabian 
Delegation, speaking with a delegate during the Conference.
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Bertha Lutz, member of the delegation from Brazil, 
addresses the meeting of Commission I, Committee 2, held 
on 15 June1945.
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Mary Macleod Bethune addresses the banquet given by the 
Society for the Advancement of Colored People honoring the 
delegations of the Dominican Republic, Liberia, and Haiti, 
on May 26.
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Original manuscript of the preamble to the United Nations 
Charter.
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The Argentine delegation signs the United Nations Charter.
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Bertha Lutz signs the United Nations Charter for Brazil.
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Egypt signs the United Nations Charter.
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Signing of the United Nations Charter by the Philippines.
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The delegation of the Dominican Republic signs the Charter 
of the United Nations.
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The Saudi Arabian delegation signs the United Nations 
Charter.
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The United Nations Charter.
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The United Nations is created when its Charter is ratified by 
the five permanent members of the Security Council and a 
majority of the other signatories and comes into force.
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The Opera House stage with the flags of the participating 
countries.
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The Guarita Working Group for Life brings together women 
and men who seek to protect and promote access to the 
rights of women and girls from the Kaingang community in 
the Guarita Indigenous Territory, the largest indigenous 
territory in Rio Grande do Sul. Guarita has the largest 
number of Kaingang people in the state: approximately 
7,800 of a total of 30,000 living in Rio Grande do Sul. The UN 
supports the community with actions to combat gender-
based violence and promote sexual and reproductive 
health.

"Today, I define the Kaingang woman of Guarita as the most 
powerful woman in the world. We recreate ourselves. We 
Kaingang women resist like time: may we be the wind 
bringing lifeЮљ

Regina Emilio, Kaingang Indigenousleader
Brazil

UNFPA/Jean Jacinto



With support from the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC), Zahoor and thousands of other Afghan 
farmers have transitioned from opium to legal farming, 
turning land into a source of hope and sustainable income. 
This is also helping to make the world safer from drugs.

љWith UN support, I transitioned from opium to cabbage 
farming. I received training in modern agriculture and was 
ƓƖŸƻŔĬĲĬШƽŔƣőШƓĲƚƣŔĦŔĬĲƚШƣŸШƓƖŸƣĲĦƣШůǃШĦƖŸƓƚЮњ

Zahoor, Farmer
Afghanistan

UNODC/Abel Kavanagh



Backed by the government of South Korea, the United 
Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) supports 
Cameroon's government and local communities in bringing 
drinking water to more than 120 villages across three 
different regions of the country.

љThe water management committee looks after our 
resources, checking that public and private taps are in good 
ĦŸŰĬŔƣŔŸŰЮШfќůШƓƖŸƨĬШƣŸШĬŸШƣőŔƚШƽŸƖťЮШfШőċƻĲШĬƖŔŰťŔŰŊШƽċƣĲƖШŔŰШ
ŉƖŸŰƣШŸŉШůǃШőŸůĲШŰŸƽЮњ

Awah, Water Committee Member
Cameroon

UNOPS/Elise Laker



Together, China and the World Health Organization (WHO) 
are supporting the safe and effective integration of 
traditional medicine into mainstream healthcare. By 
providing a scientific and regulatory backbone that complies 
with global standards, therapies are moving from the realm 
of cultural practice into evidence-based medicine. 

љÑőċŰťƚШƣŸШƣőĲШÖ ЯШÑƖċĬŔƣŔŸŰċũШ9őŔŰĲƚĲШ~ĲĬŔĦŔŰĲШƓƖŸƣŸĦŸũƚШ
for gynaecology are now recognized internationally. Our 
treatments are no longer seen as just ancient wisdom, but 
as evidence-based therapies with global standards for 
ƚċŉĲƣǃШċŰĬШĲŉŉŔĦċĦǃЮњ

Weiwei, Gynaecologist
China

Hua Dong



Refugee and migrant women in the state of Roraima, Brazil, 
including the Warao Indigenous community, are receiving 
entrepreneurship training as a strategy to generate income 
and preserve their cultural heritage.

"The UN helped me strengthen my craft while keeping my 
Warao traditions aliveЮљ

Alida, Artisan
Brazil

UNFPA/Isabela Martel



The UN Verification Mission in Colombia (UNVMC), set up in 
2016, helps local government officials like Ángel and 
residents work with peace signatories, formerly known as 
"rebels", to understand and support their reintegration into 
civilian life.

љThe UN has brought us together. We look forward to 
welcoming all signatories of the Peace Agreement as 
brothers and sistersЮњ

Ángel, Community Leader
Colombia

UNVMC/Santiago Puentes Viana



The UN Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo supports police with technical skills 
and advises on crime scene management, forensic 
photography, ballistics, fingerprinting and investigations.

љThanks to the UN, I have considerably strengthened my 
expertise in forensic science. I can better collect and 
analyze evidence at crime scenes, while training my 
colleaguesЮњ

Lisa, Senior Policewoman
Democratic Republic of the Congo

MONUSCO/Kevin Jordan



The United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) 
ƽŸƖťƚШŉŸƖШċũũШĦŸƨŰƣƖŔĲƚШƣŸШĤĲŰĲŉŔƣШŉƖŸůШƚƓċĦĲЮШ]ƨċƣĲůċũċќƚШ
milestone QUETZAL-1 was part of an initiative by UNOOSA 
ċŰĬШsċƓċŰќƚШ ĲƖŸƚƓċĦĲШEǂƓũŸƖċƣŔŸŰШ ŊĲŰĦǃШĲŰċĤũŔŰŊШ
developing countries to deploy CubeSats from the 
fŰƣĲƖŰċƣŔŸŰċũШÉƓċĦĲШÉƣċƣŔŸŰќƚШuŔĤŸШůŸĬƨũĲЮШ

љWith UN support, I co-led about 100 people to build 
]ƨċƣĲůċũċќƚШŉŔƖƚƣШƚċƣĲũũŔƣĲЯШÄÖEÑü x-1. This introduced 
aerospace engineering to our country and became a symbol 
of hope, inspiring a new generation to reach for the starsЮњ

Víctor Hugo, Mechanical and Industrial Engineer
Guatemala

Universidad del Valle de Guatemala/Sandy Hernández



Newly arrived Afghan women speak with UN protection 
professionals during a community breakfast in the Federal 
District. The UN supports the Brazilian Community 
Sponsorship Program, led by the Ministry of Justice and 
Public Security, which resettles Afghans with civil society 
participation and private funding.

"We continue to work with the government and civil society 
to ensure protection and dignified reception for this 
population in Brazil, including support for meeting basic 
ŰĲĲĬƚШċŰĬШċĦĦĲƚƚШƣŸШŔŰƣĲŊƖċƣŔŸŰШŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣŔĲƚЮљ

Eliana Moreno, UNHCR Protection Associate
Brazil

UNHCR/Vanessa Beltrame



Adimas won a grant creating opportunities for young people 
in agriculture at a time when many are seeking jobs in urban 
areas. The UN Youth Entrepreneurship and Employment 
Support Services Programme is co-financed by the 
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and 
fŰĬŸŰĲƚŔċќƚШ ŊƖŔĦƨũƣƨƖĲШ~ŔŰŔƚƣƖǃ. 

љMany young people associate farming with dirtiness and 
difficulty, but the greenhouse we've developed shows you 
can live close to nature and use cutting edge technologyЮњ

Adimas, Farmer and Entrepreneur
Indonesia

UNIC Jakarta/Hendra Nurdiansyah



Abd Younis leads more than 40 farmers in Nimrud, Iraq. They 
benefit from a United Nations International Trade Centre 
(ITC) project funded by the European Union that is improving 
market access and exploring solar energy solutions to 
address water scarcity and high fuel costs. 

љThanks to the UN, I received support to improve my farming 
tools and market my crops, helping me continue providing 
for my familyЮњ

Abd Younis, Farmer
Iraq

ITC/MoyasserNasseer



Yuriko, a wheelchair user in Tokyo, Japan, engaged with UN 
experts through the United Nations Information Centre. 
Inspired by the UN's rights-based approach to disability, she 
worked on 'WheeLog' a user-generated accessibility map 
application helping wheelchair users move around Tokyo 
and the region. 

љThanks to this app, wheelchair users like me can share 
experiences to help others go around the city more 
smoothly. The UN helps address our rights as human rights, 
beyond welfareЮњ

Yuriko, App Developer
Japan

Aoi Sugiyama



Workshop "Moving Knowledge with Ancestral Technology 
and Rights!", hosted by the UN in Manaus for LGBTQIA+ 
Indigenous Youth.

"My work presents political issues involving Indigenous 
peoples in Brazil. It reflects on contemporary times, our 
ancestry, and technologies, which are fighting tools for usЮљ

Kuenan Tikuna, Tikuna and Tariano Indigenous artist, model, 
and communicator
Brazil

UNFPA/Thainá Kedzierski



For more than 50 years, the UN Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) has supported Ismail and his family in Jordan with 
primary healthcare, education, and monthly cash 
assistance. From healthcare to schooling, UNRWA has 
remained a vital source of support and stability for the 
families of Palestine Refugees across the region. 

љThe UN has been our lifeline for over five decades. My 
children and grandchildren have received education and 
healthcare through UN services. Without the UN, we would 
be lostЮњ

Ismail, Palestinian Refugee
Jordan

UNRWA Jordan/Yasser Abdulfattah



In Kenya, refugees and host communities benefit from 
digital training classes thanks to the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), working 
in partnership with the Danish Refugee Council to 
implement digital literacy training. 

љI want to be a data analyst. This training has given me so 
many new skills, and now I can work and make money 
comfortably from my home.њ

Mulki, Student
Kenya

UNHCR/Charity Nzomo



As part of its emergency response programmes, the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) provided 
essential gear to the Beirut Fire Brigade, helping make their 
missions safer and more effective. 

љThe new equipment provided by the UN greatly improves 
our safety and readinessЮњ

Layal, Firefighter
Lebanon

UNDP/Rana Sweidan


